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CANADIANPARXLANDS DUCXPRODUCTION OFFSETS PRAIRIELOSSES; BANDINGONSCHEDULE 

In spite of the late nesting se8aon the cooperative banding crews in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and &nitoba h8ve trapped aad banded as many ducks this year a8 for 8n 
equal period last ye8r, according to John L. Farley, Director of the Fish and Wild- 
life Serviae. 

The banding work is being done concurrently with the produCtion survey of the 
waterfowl nesting grounds. Fin81 survey estimates on the results of the 1956 bread- 
ing season will be compiled at the end of July and will be used In setting the 19% 
waterfowl hunting regulations. 

Reports from the Canadian provinces indicate that late spring and early sILnMler 
droughts on grassland prairies reduced somewh8t the production of young waterfowl 
there but that the wooded parklands are in excellent condition. In view of the 
large nUmber of birds which nested in the psrklands this ye8r, gains in thie r&on 

- lnay offset reductions elsewhere, SIXtmer hail in some areas iS Still 8 f8CtOr t0 be 
considered however. 

The best banding success has been realised by the drive-banding crews operating 
in central and western S8sk8tChew8n 8nd 88tiSf8Ctory progress is being made in 
Alberta. The crew8 which are using dogs for locating the central S8Sk8tChew8X.I nm& 
lards, or "upland game ducks", eo named because of the tendency of the young to 
leave the water and ec~ry to cover in the brurrb, also report that they are catohing 
fair numbers of birds. Banding crews In lWitob8 have found that because of the 
lateness of the season m8ny of the ducklings they catoh are too young %o band, 

This Second p81-t Of the survey - the aerial count of brood&-has been hampered 
by inclement flying weather but the crews are pushing to meet the July 2S deadline 
set for the completion of the nesting survey. 

The annual summer waterfowl survey, which is carried on cooperatively by the 
Fish and Wildlife Servioe, the C8n8di8n Wildlife Service 8nd many breriean states 
and Canadian provinces as well as some private organivatione, is conducted in two 
parts. The first segment, an aerial count of the breeding population, was scheduled 
to begin &y 1, but bad weather delayed this activity for a8 long as two weeks in 
some parts of the Canadian provinces. This portion of the survey take8 about 30 
days, The second part, the production aount, takes most of the month of July* 
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